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Introduction to the New SAT
• The first administration of the redesigned SAT will be in March, 2016

• The redesign primarily impacts those enrolling in college in fall 2017 (current juniors). 

• One of the biggest goals of changing the SAT is to make sure it’s highly relevant to student’s future 

success. 

• The new test will focus more on the skills and knowledge necessary for students to succeed in 

college and the workplace.  

• The changes were clearly driven by the development and implementation of Common Core State 

Standards.  



Comparing the Structure of the 
Current SAT and New SAT

Category Current SAT New SAT

Total Testing Time 3 hours and 45 minutes 3 hours (plus 50 minutes 
for the Essay [optional])

Components 1. Essay
2. Mathematics
3. Critical Reading
4. Writing

1. Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing

● Reading Test
● Writing and Language Test

2. Math
● Calculator
● No Calculator

3. Essay (optional)



Reading Test



Reading & Writing and Language Tests



Essay
OLD     NEW



“Old” vs. “New” Essay Prompt
“Old” “New”

Students are given a nonfiction text to 
read, and asked to annotate for 
strategies the author uses to build an 
argument.



Changes to the Content of the 
Mathematics Test

● It’s About the Real World

Problem solving and modeling from college courses, careers, and 

your personal life. 

● Focus

The Heart of Algebra, Data Analysis, and Passport to Advanced 

Math



What the Math Test Measures

● Fluency

Solving problems flexibly, accurately, efficiently, and strategically

● Conceptual Understanding

Understanding concepts and making connections

● Applications

Analyzing real-world problems mathematically and finding solutions



“Old” SAT Math Questions

The percent increase from 6 to 16 is equal to the percent increase from 

12 to what number?

A. 16

B. 22

C. 23

D. 32

E. 36



“New” SAT Math Questions
According to the Project on Student Debt prepared by the Institute for College Access and Success, 7 

out of 10 students graduating in 2012  from a four-year college in the United States had student loan 

debt.  The average amount borrowed per student was $29,400, which is up from $18,750 in 2004.  If 

students debt experiences the same total increase over the next eight years, approximately how 

much will a college student in 2020 owe, assuming she takes out student loans to pay for her 

education.  

A. $40,050.00

B. $46,099.20

C. $48,150.00

D. $50,700.00



What We are Doing to Prepare 
Students for the New SAT
• Common Core aligned curriculum

• Standardized Test Preparation Course

• Khan Academy

• PSAT

• Parent Information Night; Tuesday, January 26; 6:30 pm in the PAC

• High School Website

• Direct link to College Board website

• 8 key changes reviewed

• SAT schedule information


